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TWO FILMS BEING LITTLE KNOWN JAPANESE ART TO AMERICA 


Seth P. Ulraan, former Assistant Professor of Dramatic Art at the 


University of California, will give a film lecture at The Cleveland Museum of 
Art, on Sunday November 15 at 3*00 p.m. His lecture is entitled JAPANESE CLASSICAL 
DRAMA. Ulman spent two years studying Japanese drama in Japan on a Fulbright grant 
and has collaborated in the translation of many plays. 


Two films will be shown which document the ancient Japanese theatrical 


tradition of Noh, lyrio drama, and Kyogan, comedy drama. Noh reached its peak 
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries and is Japan's most serious contribution 
to the theatre. In the Noh film IZUTSU ( the opening and closing scenes are in 
black and white while the central dance scene is in color. Kyogen was developed 
as a contrast to the austere and formal Noh over five hundred years ago. It is 
played with zest and although it has beoone an aristocratic form of entertainment 
it remains in essence a kind of folk farce. The Kyogen film contains excerpts 
from five plays and a colorful drum dance performance by farmers in Kyushu. Both 
films were made with an American audience in mind and are the only known films 
which interpret this Japanese tradition for an English speaking audience and from 
a western point of view. 

The lecture v?ill be held in the auditorium of the Museum and is open 
free to the public. 
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